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i Who Siarted the Term, “Dirty Tricks,” Anyway? 
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“GOOD TRICKS”—OR “CIA MAGIC 


The Central Intelligence Agency, psychologically, by order or by infiltration, seems to have lost er aban- 
doned a sense of indignation, and defense, although how it can forego self-defense without it including national 
defense as well is a question. The relationship between the two is illustrated by the virtual monopoly that has 
apparently been allowed to KGB operations, especial- " pore] 
ly in the covert arena. Isn't this what we are witness-§ would be "clean tricks," if some synonym were real- | 
ing in places as far apart as Portugal and Panama, in { ly needed for the fine, descriptive word, "covert," or 
india and yes, in Washington, D.C. ? "clandestine." The original, colloquialterm used was 

The dominoes are falling, just as warned, except “ "black," as distinguished from "white," that means 
that they are not falling in line, as expected. aboveboard, or overt—its true source "open" to all. 

What should have been obvious from the start was: The term, "black," had to be discarded when the 
that a nation cannot adopt a no-win policy in one area colored or Negro race began to be referred to almost 
of its thinking without it gradually dominating thought exclusively as "black," no matter how white-skinned 


| 


in all areas. This is what we are experiencing. . many were. There were propaganda——"'psywar''-—~-con- 

General Edwin A. Walker sensed this in Korea, siderations in this semantic switch, of course, but it 
calling it givupitis. His efforts to corabat it when put forced a change in covert terminology, so a psychol- 
in command in Europe led to his being squeezed outof ogical warfare term would not be confused with race. 
the service. He wouldn't tolerate a no-win outlook. "Black, in its racial sense, was accompanied by 


Obviously, this defeatist state of mind is official the slogan, "black is beautiful," but the same word in 
policy, along with acceptance of what, in effect, isa the area of psychological warfare, or "psywar, '' be~ 


double standard in-our dealings with our friends and came "dirty. tricks. “Why ?> 
‘our enemies. All down history—actually since man's Whowlecided that covert meant "dirty tricks," any- 
beginnings—preference has been given to Friends. way? This was a "psywar" operation itself, and noton 
The preference, under the double standardas we "our side." Did the false label originate in the press, 
now observe it, is being accorded to our enemies. or with the same so-called "dissenters" who gave us 
‘This is how it works out——the real "dirty tricks." "nigs" for police ? Both suggest similar motivation. 
“CIA, AND TERM "DIRTY TRICKS" EDITOR'S SPECIAL INTEREST IN IT 
These indignant paragraphs are provoked by what So-called "image," all too oftenartificially pro- 


might seem to many as an unimportant detail. But the duced,becomes the basis forfavor or disfavor in the 
reactions and attitudes that determine success or fail- United States, and in varied, calculated ways, else~- 
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ure are based upon such details, as the following: where, a3 well. "Radical chic” is based onit, to the 

Whenever reference is made to the covert arm of advantage of the far left. ; 
our national defense, entrusted to the CIA, we read or ‘The pejorative term, "dirty tricks," made the job 
hear it referred to as "dirty tricks," or the "dirty of the "radical chic” easier. ‘The CIA certainly should 
tricks department” of the CIA. have counteracted this. The impact on the American 

One might argue and with some justification that mind would have been felicitous. Instead, by silence 
the CIA, as with the FBI, can be unjustly but safely that seemed to be acquiesence, a state of mind was 
accused of practically anything, without they being in encouraged that was receptive to theunfair and wild 
& position to respond, accusations against the C.I.A. 

They can't take the chance of replying without giv- These were the real "dirty tricks, " undercutting 
ing important information or intelligence to an enemy the working morale and effectiveness of the CIA, and 
that ases this tactic to smoke out revealing data. inviting crippling and paralyzing restrictions. 

But this pertains primarily to specific operations. The FBI, to a degree, has been similarly hurt. 
Certainly, where the honor and the character of the This subject is of particular personal interest to 
ageucy are brought into question as a generality, the this editor, because from the OSS (Office of Strategic 
response should be prompt and unequivocal, Services) to the CIA (Central Intelligence Agency), he 

The morale of its own staff is at stake, not only was involved in covert operations. The word, tricks, 
the manner in which our people and foreign coun~ is a belittling appelation,for they were beneficial in | 
tries regard the organization. The difference between the areas of his influence, good and clean, not dirty. || 
a favorable or unfavorable image is often the decisive Wartime use aroused the desire for freedom, that 7 
factor in accomplishment or frustration, lies lutent among the most suppressed, even in those 

No reason exists, except a cowed state of mind, who do not comprehend it, and taught them how, with 
for the CIA to accept the term, "dirty tricks," as the comparative safety, they could express this in deeds, 
correct description of its covert operations section, if one wants a colloquial label for covert, maybe — ; 
A far more accurate, trAPPigned ear Release GOR 0/48 6 GIAROPREGIS 14 ee "good tricks.” ; 


